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Reasons for Allowance 



1 . Claims 1 -17 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The rope- 
fastening device as claimed is not shown or suggested in the prior art because of the 
use of a rope-fastening device that is comprised of first and second locking rings, each 
of said locking rings being further comprised of a base, a stationary arcuate arm that 
extends from said base and has both a locking end and a pivot end, a moveable 
arcuate arm with a locking end and a pivot end that is connected to the pivot end of said 
stationary arm at a pivot point, an opening in said locking end of said stationary arm that 
is capable of receiving the locking end of said moveable arm, and a plurality of gripping 
members that are provided along an inner surface of said moveable arm or said 
stationary arm, in combination with a flexible connector that links the base of said first 
locking ring with the base of said second locking ring. 

3. The prior art as disclosed by Martin (US 5,245,730) shows the use of a rope 
connector that is comprised of first and second locking members each having a base, a 
stationary arcuate member with a locking end and a pivot end, a moveable arcuate arm 
with a locking end and a pivot end that is connected to the pivot end of said stationary 
member, and a plurality of gripping members along an inner surface of said moveable 
arm or said stationary member. Nicosia (US 2,607,094) discloses a rope connector with 
first and second locking members that are connected by a flexible connector for 
attaching two ends of a rope. Ulfers (US 1,713,106) and Cooper (US 904,843) disclose 
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rope locking mechanisms that are comprised of two loops that are connected together 
in order to provide a means for creating and adjusting a loop in a rope member. 
However, none of the prior art cited shows or suggests the use of a rope-fastening 
device that is comprised of first and second locking rings, each of said locking rings 
being further comprised of a base, a stationary arcuate arm that extends from said base 
and has both a locking end and a pivot end, a moveable arcuate arm with a locking end 
and a pivot end that is connected to the pivot end of said stationary arm at a pivot point, 
an opening in said locking end of said stationary arm that is capable of receiving the 
locking end of said moveable arm, and a plurality of gripping members that are provided 
along an inner surface of said moveable arm or said stationary arm, in combination with 
a flexible connector that links the base of said first locking ring with the base of said 
second locking ring. 



4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Exr. Lars Olson whose telephone number is (703) 308-9807. 
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